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What is claimed is: 

1 . A mobile phone having toucl\ screen, display, characterized by: 
means defining a touch screen lock; 

means for activating said touch screen lock during an ongoing call, and 
means for deactivating said touch screen lock during an ongoing call. 

2. The mobile phone as defined in claim 1 further characterized by means 
for alerting a user that the touch screen lock is activated or deactivated. 

3. The mobile phone as defined in claim 2 wherein said user alerting 
means is further characterized by a message indicating that the touch screen lock is in 
an activated mode. 

4. The mobile phone as defined in claim 2 wherein said user alerting 
means is further characterized in that a closed lock icon is shown on the touch screen 
display indicating that the touch screen lock is in an activated mode. 

5. The mobile phone as defined in claim 2 wherein said user alerting 
means is further characterized by a message indicating the touch screen lock is in a 
deactivated mode. 

6. The mobile phone as defined in claim 2 wherein said user alerting 
means is further characterized in that an open lock icon is shown on the touch screen 
display indicating that the touch screen lock is in a deactivated mode. 
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7. The mobile phone as defined in claim 1 wherein said means for 
activating said touch screen lock is further characterized means for detecting and 
responding to a first pressing contact on the touch screen display surface being greater 
than a first predetermined time duration interval whereby said touch screen lock is in 
locked state. 

8. The mobile phone as defined in claim 7 further characterized that the 
first pressing contact is detected during an ongoing call. 

9. The mobile phone as defined in claim 7 wherein said means for 
deactivating said touch screen lock is further characterized by the absence of a 
pressing contact being detected within a second predetermined time duration interval 
from the end of said first missing contact. 

10. The mobile phone as defined in claim 1 wherein said means for 
deactivating said touch screen lock from a touch screen lock active state is further 
characterized by means for detecting and responding to the absence of a pressing 
contact on the touch screen display surface within a time duration greater than a third 
predetermined time duration interval from a last detected pressing contact whereby 
said touch screen lock is in an opened state. 

11. The mobile phone as defined in claim 1 wherein said means for 
deactivating said touch screen lock is further characterized by means for detecting and 
responding to a pressing contact on the touch screen display surface being detected 
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for less than a first predetermined time duration interval whereby said touch screen 
lock remains in a locked state. 

12. Method for activating and deactivating a touch screen lock in a mobile 
phone during an ongoing call characterized by the steps of: 

detecting contact with the surface of the touch screen; and 

activating the touch screen lock in response to the touch screen surface contact 

duration interval being equal to or greater than a first predetermined time duration 

interval. 

13. The method as defined in claim 12 further characterized by the step of 
locking the touch screen in response to the touch screen lock being activated. 

14. The method as defined in claim 12 further characterized by the steps 

of: 

deactivating the touch screen lock in the absence of contact with the surface of 
the touch screen within a second predetermined time duration interval. 

15. The method as defined in claim 12 further characterized by the steps 

of: 

detecting contact with the surface of the touch screen within a second 
predetermined time duration interval, and 

maintaining the touch screen lock in an activated mode in response to the 
detection of contact with the touch screen surface during the second predetermined 
time duration interval. 
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